Regular Meeting – September 21, 2020
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A Regular Meeting of the Wolf Point City Council was held Monday, September 21, 2020 in the Wolf Point Council Chambers beginning at 7:00 PM with Mayor Chris M. Dschaak presiding.  

COUNCIL PRESENT:  Craig Rodenberg, Lee Allmer, Dean Mahlum, Laurie Evans, John Plestina, Jeff Wozniak   ABSENT:  Tina Bets His Medicine   VACANCY:  Ward 2

OTHERS PRESENT:  Marlene R. Mahlum, City Clerk/Treasurer; Jhona Peterson, Asst. City Clerk/Treasurer; Jeff Harada, Police Chief; Alisha Morales, Police Lt.; Ward Smith, Public Works Director; Anna Rose Sullivan, City Attorney (On phone)

CITIZENS PRESENT:  Cody McGill, Kaci Wallette, Fort Peck Tribes; Dana Buckles, Fort Peck Tribal Council; Greg Lukasik, Great West Engineering

Mayor Dschaak called the meeting to order a 7:04 PM, followed by a moment of silence and the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  The meeting was also being provided through a live FACEBOOK feed.  The Mayor also posted the agenda on FACEBOOK.  
PUBLIC COMMENT

Cody McGill first thanked the Mayor for having the holes in the street filled between Front Street and Main Street on 2nd and 3rd Avenues South.  Next he wanted to propose the implementation of a city ordinance requiring any store purchasing 2nd hand merchandise to submit a detailed report of all purchased and pawned merchandise to Leads on-line, which is a national database that assists police in finding stolen goods.  It is a free service and he feels it would definitely help the police in finding stolen goods.  Mayor stated he would take it under advisement under Police/Animal Control.    

Amendments to the Agenda

City Clerk Mahlum reported that she mailed the Council agendas to the Council on Wednesday, and apparently, they did not reach the Council by today.  Therefore, she provided the Council with an updated agenda for tonight’s meeting.  

Minutes

Also included in the packet with the agenda, were the minutes that were completed.  As a result, without the Council having the opportunity to view/read the minutes, approval of the minutes will be deferred to the next City Council meeting.  

Great No. Dev. Corporation
Mayor Dschaak noted that he is wanting to discuss with Tori at GNDC to see if there would be any grant funding available to obtain some additional speed signs, like the ones recently installed by Nellie’s Park and Agland last week.  There has also been a request for one up on East Johnson as well.  

FP Tribes – COVID-19 Update

Fort Peck Tribes Councilwoman Kaci Wallette and Councilman Dana Buckles were before the Council to update the Council on the increase of active COVID-19 cases of tribal members on the reservation, which there are 96 active cases and 24 of those cases are in Wolf Point.  These are just Indian Health Service numbers as Roosevelt Co. Health Dept would have the number of non-native cases.  She reported that the reservation is #1 in the state per capita for active COVID-19 cases.  The FP Tribal Council met all day trying to come up with solutions to stop the spread.  One suggestion was to get a working solution with the City of Wolf Point and Roosevelt Co. to get them to enforce the Tribal ordinances.   Currently there is an outbreak of COVID-19 cases at their tribal jail.  They are trying to find places to isolate those infected.  If the guards are infected, they basically won’t have a jail.  Currently the Tribes are still on Phase 2 and haven’t implemented a shutdown yet.  Those that should be quarantined are not staying at home and they are trying to see if they can use the county jail to house those that aren’t affected but need to quarantine in that facility.  
Tribal Councilwoman Wallette also noted that they will be mailing out the 2nd round of the COVID-19 assistance payments on Friday so they are afraid once they get those payments they won’t be staying at home.  Tribal Councilman Buckles commented that they are trying to determine how to enforce the “stay at home” order.  They are looking at fining individuals or perhaps face jail time.  He noted they hate to go that far, but they need to make an example out of somebody to get their point across.  People need to take this seriously.  He further noted that they are providing food to those that have tested positive and those that are in quarantine so they don’t have to go out into the community and stated they are trying to utilize all the resources they have available, i.e. posters, radio announcements, etc.   
FP Tribes – COVID-19 Update

The biggest issue is trying to work with the City and County to work together to fight this as we all live here regardless of who we are and where we come from, stated Tribal Councilman Buckles.  With the numbers rising, it is becoming a serious issue.  He added that the Tribal Council passed a resolution to do a partial shutdown of non-essential employees to be effective October 5th.  The biggest issue to get people to understand is if you are tested positive or have been listed as a contact and instructed to quarantine, please stay home.  

If anyone is in need of a test, the Indian Heath Service in Wolf Point and Poplar will be testing everyone, not just Tribal daily from 1-2:30 PM at the Indian Health Services, stated Tribal Councilman Wallette.  As their providers are getting stressed out, they have requested a national team from Indian Health Service to assist them in this matter as well as a request to the Governor’s office to provide assistance from the National Guard.   Test results are obtained within a day, but if not contacted give them a call.    She noted that they would appreciate any assistance that can be provided at this time.  Various suggestions were discussed at this time.  City Attorney Sullivan suggested getting an emergency directive through the County Attorney to enforce the Governor’s directives.   
In conclusion, the Tribal Health Board is meeting every Wednesday at noon and invited members of the City Council to attend.  They also added that they have some PPE supplies to distribute as well as they are willing to share.  Mayor Dschaak asked Tribal Councilwoman Wallette to forward him the contact information for the meeting.  Mayor Dschaak and Councilman Mahlum stated they are interested in attending this meeting.  Mayor Dschaak thanked them for attending and will help them out as much as they can. 
Tribal Councilmembers Wallette & Buckles left the Council room at this time.  

Letter to Albertson’s

City Clerk Mahlum stated that she has reached out and was able to get a contact with Albertsons and will be contacting them to see what information can be obtained regarding any future remodel or construction of a new store in Wolf Point.  
MT League of Cities & Towns – Annual Conference

The Annual conference of the MT League of Cities & Towns will be holding a virtual conference beginning October 6-7-8-9, 2020.  Registration is available up to the 6th of October of the conference and is $75.00 per participant.  If any Councilmember is interested in attending let City Clerk Mahlum know, an agenda is available upon request.    
Annexation – Resolution No. 953-2020

City Clerk Mahlum noted that she has been working with City Attorney Sullivan and Clayton Vine to come up with an appropriate resolution for the annexation of the Northstar Apartments, Gospel Fellowship Church and the Farmers Union Lumber property.  She provided a detailed explanation of the more specific descriptions.  

Motion by Councilman Plestina, seconded by Councilman Wozniak approving Resolution No. 953-2020, which reads as follows:

RESOLUTION No. 953-2020
A RESOLUTION TO REVISE AND AMEND THE 

EXTERIOR CORPORATE BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION OF THE

CITY OF WOLF POINT, MONTANA


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Wolf Point has received petitions requesting that the property described and set forth in the attachment, hereto labeled “Exhibit 1” be annexed and incorporated into the city limits of the City of Wolf Point, and 

WHEREAS, in compliance with the relevant statutory provisions of Chapter 2, of Title 7 of the Montana Code Annotated, the City Council further FINDS as follows:

1.
Petitions have been filed with the City of Wolf Point containing the signatures of the sole owner of all of the property petitioned to be annexed.  

2.
The boundaries of the City of Wolf Point are to be extended to include the areas described in the Petitions for Annexation, described in the attached – Exhibit 1.  

3.
Municipal services can be provided to the annexed property.

4.
The property is and has been since the inception of the annexation process contiguous to the city’s boundaries.

5.
No part of the annexed area is included with the boundary of any other incorporated municipality. 

6.
The boundaries of the annexed properties conform to the provisions of Section 7-2-4735, MCA.
Annexation – Resolution No. 953-2020 – Continued…….

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wolf Point, Montana, that the property described and set forth in attached “Exhibit 1” be and the same is hereby annexed and incorporated into the limits of the City of Wolf Point, Montana.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wolf Point, Montana that this resolution is adopted on Monday, September 21, 2020, and shall be effective upon filing a certified copy hereof with the Clerk and Recorder, Roosevelt County, Montana as provided in 7-2-4607, (2), M.C.A.

EXHIBIT “1”

EXTERIOR CORPORATE BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION OF THE 

CITY OF WOLF POINT

(Attachment to Resolution No. 953-2020)
Point of beginning: north west point of City of Wolf Point, MT.
Description of the north portion of the City Boundary, thence east from the NW corner on the north side of the Appelgrens 2nd Addition, Sec. 9 as described in Document No. 103220 Sheridan County, MT,  thence south, thence east, across 6th Ave, along the north side of  the Johnson First Addition, Sec. 10, All Lots Blk. 15 & 16; described in plat 74, thence east across 5th Ave N., thence south, thence east, thence north, around the Sec. 10, 1.19 acres Lot 2-A as described in Plat 435B Amended Plat of Lot 2-A of the Amended Plat of Lots 1 & 2 of Minor Subdivision Plat 397A, thence east, along the northside, meandering SE, Sec. 10, Lot 1-A as Amended described in Plat 433A Cont. 2.986 AC; thence south to the north line of the Terry 1st Addition, thence east on said line of the Terry 1st Addition, Sec. 10, E2 Lots 10 & All Lot 11 Blk. 10 described in plat 71; thence north, along the west line, thence east on the north line of the Isachsen Addition, Isachsen Park in Isachsen Addition 3.998 acres thence around the west, north, and east side of the public park. thence east along the south line Simensen Addition, to the SE corner of Tract 1 Cont. 5.5 Acre in Sec. 10 SE as described in Plat 315A Doc. 377076, and also described in Plats: 141A, 139B, 208A, 356A.
Description of the east portion of the City Boundary, thence south on east line S10, Lot No. 1, 3.46 acres described in Plat 429B, Aff. Correction 410844 & 412510 Plat 429B and Document No. 378007, and S10, 3.88 acres Tract 1 in SESE Sec. 10 & NENE Sec. 15 as PLAT 319B DOC 378007, (Reference Document 381385)  thence East along section line between sections 10, and 15,  to a point of insertion with the south line of Highway 2 East Right of Way described in a document with no document number, but called Annexation Plat East Addition Wolf Point MT signed by Mayor Ralph Eggebrecht in 1970 by resolution No. 432, thence Southwest along the South side of Highway 2 E. Right of Way as described in book 199 page 82, and 83, thence South at a point in the NW of Sec. 15, 7.09 acres Lot 1B described in Plat 425B Roundhouse Subdivision File No. 6982 Doc. 410313, thence south along west side of said plat, thence east, thence south, and thence west, around, 3.09 Acre Lot 1A described in Amended Plat 425B Roundhouse Subdivision File No. 6982 Doc. 410313, thence south, along west, side of the Wolf Point Original Townsite, Sec. 15, 2.32 acres described in Plat 271A Survey 362157 File #5646 Site of Farmex Grain Elevator new 1974 Lease No. 526,009/Parcel E, thence south across the Burlington Northern Railroad Tracks to the NW corner of the Wolf Point Original Townsite, Sec. 15, Blk. 86, Lot 2, Tract in 
NE Patent No. 1059031 described in Plat 185B Blk. 86 Lot 2. thence south along the west line, crossing Front Street to the NW corner of the Wolf Point Second Addition, Sec.15, North Part of Lots 10 11 & 12 Blk. 8, described in Plat 161B, thence south to the SE corner of the Wolf Point First Addition, Sec. 22, Blk. 63, Lot 1 described in plat 23B, Addition to Wolf Point, distance of 3886.38 feet more or less, thence south 36.3 feet to the 1/16 Sec. corner, the SE corner of First Addition of the Townsite of Wolf Point Montana described in Plat 23B.

Description of the south portion of the City Boundary: thence west from the SE corner of the Wolf Point First Addition, Sec. 22, Blk. 63, Lot 1, along south line of the First Addition of the Townsite of Wolf Point Montana described in Plat 23B, for a distance of 2642.25 feet more or less, to the center of common section line between Sec. 21 and 22 also known as 6th Ave S.

Description of the west portion of the City Boundary, thence north from the south west corner of First Addition to Townsite of Wolf Point Montana described in Plat 23B, on common section line of Sec. 21 and 22, North to the common corner section to Sec. 21, 22, 15, and 16, also found in the center of Fairweather Street and 6th Ave. intersection, thence west, thence north thence east around the Trinity Hospital Association 1st Addition described in Plat 62, thence north on common section line between Sec. 16 and 15 also known as 6th Ave S, thence west and thence north and thence east around Sec. 16, 8.66 acre tract in NWSE School District 45 1st Addition to Wolf Point described in Plat 58, thence north across Burlington Northern Railroad tracks along section line between Sec. 16 and 15, also known as 6th Ave N, thence SW, NW, NE around Jensen addition described in Plat 93, thence north across Highway 2 for 2642.48 feet more or less to the section corner common to section 9, 10, 15, and 16, thence west, thence north, around the Appelgrens 2nd, in Sec. 9, as described in Document No. 103220 Sheridan County, MT. to the NW corner of said subdivision, to the point of beginning.

Annexation – Resolution No. 953-2020 – Continued…….
All Plats and Documents referenced to in this document are filed and can be viewed at the Roosevelt County Clerk and Recorders Office. 400 2nd Ave S, Wolf Point, MT. All land descriptions made in this document are located in Township 27 N, Range 47 East Principle Meridian, Montana.

DISCLAIMER:   Some data in this document may not be survey grade data. This data was compiled from local, City of Wolf Point, Roosevelt County, and State of Montana records and we do not assume any liability for errors, omissions, variances, or change of Residence location. Data Date: 6/15/2020
MOTION CARRIED.  

Mayor Dschaak noted that he was contacted by the Census and this doesn’t affect the census this year, but in ten (10) years, this will have to be amended.

Airport – Jet Fuel

According to Public Works Director Ward Smith, Alpine Air has agreed to purchase the remaining jet fuel, which will be considered outdated by September 30th.   Once that fuel is removed, the city will be storing diesel fuel in the tank for snow removal at the airport.  City Clerk Mahlum stated she would be updating the fueling station (Siteminder) as soon as the fuel is gone.  PWD Smith also noted that Ed Bach will be returning to the Airport as of October 16th.
New Hangar @ Airport

Public Works Director Ward Smith advised the Council that an individual from Williston is interested in building a 50’ x 70’ private hangar at the L.M. Clayton Airport.  He has referred this matter to Veronica Meyer of Interstate Engineering who is the city’s airport engineer as the hangar needs to be built according to the FAA standards.  

Swimming Pool Improvements

Public Works Director Smith noted that Corland started today with the plumbing and should have the improvements completed sometime this week.   

Irrigation System Estimate

At the request of Dan Horsman, Recreation Director he obtained an estimate in the amount of $12,000 from Erickson Irrigation to change the sprinkling system to an automated system at the baseballs fields in Borge Park.  Public Works Director Ward Smith suggested using the funds that had been set aside over the years for the lights at the baseball fields. He noted that Dan was going to try and negotiate the price with Erickson.   He added that it would be a good use of those funds, and it would be much safer for the youth when playing baseball.  It would also eliminate the additional maintenance of that system. A timeline was discussed.  No Council action was taken at this time.  City Clerk Mahlum noted that there is approximately $37,000 sitting in that fund currently.    
Cemetery Expansion

It was noted that in order to proceed with this project, a source of funding needs to be identified.  

Bldg Permits

McDonalds interior remodel is on hold at this time.  Doc’z have paid the invoice for their current building permit, but at this time a permit should not be issued, according to Teaquean Knudson, the city’s Building Inspector.   Additional information is still required before a permit is issued.  Mayor Dschaak asked PWD Smith to follow-up on this matter.  

CDBG – Growth Policy/CIP

Greg Lukasik, Great West Engineering addressed the Council noting that the original thought was to apply for a combined Planning Grant for both the Growth Policy and CIP update in one application.  What they found out during the last grant cycle, was CDBG prefers that you do one or the other.  He wanted to ask the Council which one was more important to the Council at this time.  In his opinion, an updated Growth Policy does help in obtaining funding, but they found if a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is used and housing is mentioned, it definitely helps in getting a CDBG grant, stated Greg Lukasik.   Discussion.  

CDBG – Growth Policy/CIP – Continued…

The request would be for a $20,000 planning grant of which the city will need to provide $5,000 to receive a $15,000 planning grant.  City Clerk Mahlum added that in a conversation with Greg, they will be able to utilize the information gathered in the CIP prepared by Interstate Engineering with some additional formatting to make it more useable.  
Motion by Councilwoman Evans, seconded by Councilman Plestina approving of the CDBG Planning grant application for an updated Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  MOTION CARRIED.   This application is due by October 15, 2020.  

As for the Growth Policy, Councilman Rodenberg noted that the city was encouraged to prepare a Growth Policy of their own.  But if we don’t do that, how many year’s will it be before the city can piggyback with Roosevelt Co. on their Growth Policy. Discussion.   Mayor Dschaak stated he would check with the Roosevelt Co. Commissioners to see what they are planning to do with their Growth Policy.  

Abatements

There were no accounts presented to abate.

Water Tank Repairs

Greg Lukasik, Great West reported that Maquire Iron has completed most of the improvements and were in the process of filling it up when it was discovered that the standpipe had a leak.  As a result, the City was able to get Les Scanlan to come in and make the necessary repairs, which should be done by the end of the week.  

The invoice for the repairs has been received from Maquire Iron and has been forwarded to I.H.S. to begin the process to request the funds allocated towards these repairs.   A copy has been forwarded to Greg Lukasik and Quentin Allen, I.H.S. 

BNSF Watermain Repairs

Bids will be opened in the Council Chambers on Thursday, September 24, stated Greg Lukasik and he is hopeful the city will receive some good bids.  He reported that there has been quite of bit of interest in the project.  There are 2 addendums that were added and need to be acknowledged.  In order to expedite the process, Greg was requesting the Council to allow for the award of the bid, pending RD and Great West’s approval, contingent upon the available funding.   Councilman Mahlum felt the Council should wait to see what the bid amounts are first as they may be more than the funding allowed for this project.  Greg noted that if the bids are higher, they typically only award one (1) schedule of the bid or see if RD or the city will commit some additional funds.  A Special Meeting could be called at a later date to award the bid.  The issue here is time and we only have the amount of money RD has approved for this project.    Following a lengthy discussion, the following motion was presented. 

Motion by Councilwoman Evans, seconded by Councilman Plestina to authorize the awarding of the bid for the BNSF Watermain Repairs, pending approval from Rural Development and Great West Engineering based on the available funding committed towards this project.   FOR – (5) Evans, Plestina, Rodenberg, Wozniak, Bets His Medicine; AGAINST – (1) Mahlum; ABSENT – (1); VACANCY – (1)   MOTION CARRIED.  
Grant Application  - Updates
Greg Lukasik, Great West updated the Council on the grant applications submitted by the city.  

Greg Lukasik left the Council room at this time.  

Inactive Accounts - Previously referred to as “Snowbird Accounts”

Jhona Peterson, Asst. City Clerk was asked to provide the Council with a recap of the terms of the Water & Sewer Committee meeting held Sept 1st.  Also in attendance were individuals that were present at the August City Council meeting, i.e. Bob & Benita Neumiller, Jerry Neumiller, Ed Hennessy, Milton Berglee, Dave Parsley.    Basically, there will be no further reference to a “snowbird account” as it will be referred to from now on as an “inactive account” as they no longer meet the definition of a “snowbird account”.

Inactive Accounts - Continued….
The following Procedure for Inactive Accounts was presented for Council approval.  
· Accounts will be referred to as “active” or “inactive”.

· Property owners will be required to make the request for “inactive” status.  A tenant/resident will not be allowed to request inactive status. 

· Property owners wishing to request “inactive” status will be required to request in writing using a service order form that will be created for this situation.  They will also be required to turn the water off at the curbstop to qualify for “inactive” status.  If the curbstop is not in working order, the customer will be responsible to repair the curbstop before they will be eligible for “inactive” status.  
· The customer will be responsible to pay $75.00 for an actual gallon meter to be installed in their property, as well as a $50.00 shut off fee.  The City of Wolf Point has provided 100-gallon meters to customers but will need to purchase actual gallon meters to monitor usage for inactive accounts.  Since most properties have been fitted with an older 100-gallono model meter, “inactive” accounts will need to be fitted with a new actual gallon meter.  Once the actual gallon meter has been installed, the customer will not be charged the $75.00 fee for future “inactive” requests as the meter is already in place.  
· Once placed on “inactive” status, the customer will receive a monthly utility bill from the City of Wolf Point at a lower rate.  This rate will be as follows:  $24.00 for water, $10.05 for sewer; $0.95 for hydrant/irrigation; and fire protection/garbage charges if applicable.  This rate is to account for debt service fees, possible increases or inflation on those debt service fees, and maintenance costs.  Although water/sewer may not be used at a property, it is still connected to the city’s infrastructure and water/sewer mains must be maintained so that it is available if/when a property owner chooses to use it.  
· If a customer wishes to have their water turned by back on and revert back to “active” status, they will be charged a $50.00 turn on fee and they will be billed the full monthly rate. 

· If water use is detected on an “inactive” account, the customer will be charged the $50 turn on fee, the full monthly rate, and the account will be reverted back to active status.  The Water Dept. will confirm water is off when “inactive” status is requested, so no water usage should be detected.  

· Once an account is active again, the property owner will be required to request “inactive” status in writing as before and will be required to pay the $50.oo turn on fee.  

· Customers will still have the option of shutting their water off at the curbstop, fee of charge, for non-use, to prevent leaks, etc. but will still receive the full rate unless they request “inactive” status using the city’s service order form.  
Councilman Mahlum added that as a buy-in from those individuals who were present at the meeting was to eliminate the charges they received from March 15th to date would be to abate those charges and start fresh if this is approved tonight.   Councilwoman Evans added that they would only get that abatement if they come in the sign up for “inactive” status putting the responsibility back on them.  Councilman Allmer asked if this is going to only apply to these six (6) accounts.  His concern was there could be more out there once this information is known.  Discussion.   Mayor Dschaak suggested some type of sunset or time limit should be determined.   
Motion by Councilman Wozniak, seconded by Councilman Plestina accepting the Inactive Procedure Policy as recommended by the Water & Sewer Committee, effective with this passage.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Utility Bill Adjustment

As discussed earlier, it is the recommendation of the Water & Sewer Committee to limit the time frame for those six (6) individuals requesting an adjustment to their previous utility bills from March 15 to November 15th, contingent upon them signing up for “inactive” status and abating those bills in the amount of $2,142.40.   

Utility Bill Adjustment – Continued…….
Motion by Councilman Mahlum, seconded by Councilman Rodenberg to abate the utility bills of the six (6) individuals, i.e. Bob & Benita Neumiller, Jerry Neumiller, Milton Berglee, Ed Hennessey, & Dave Parsley whom have requested an adjustment of their utility billings in the amount of $2,142.40 for utility bills from March 15 – November 15th, contingent upon them signing up for “inactive” status as per the Inactive Account Procedure before the next billing cycle.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Fire Siren
The new siren has to be approved and constructed by September 2021.  Mayor Dschaak stated he would contact Lindsey McNabb, DES and see what the status of this project is.  Mayor Dschaak noted that it has been a very busy fire season due to the overgrown vegetation.  Please maintain your property and remove the weeds.   

Police/Animal Control

The Council was provided a copy of the Police Monthly Activity Report and it was reviewed at this time.  

The Police Dept. statistics for the month of August, 2020 are as follows:

	Police Department 

Statistics
	Monthly

August, 2020
	Year to Date

2020

	Complaints
	620
	1155

	Arrests/Citations
	59
	97

	Miles Patrolled
	4,931
	11,727

	Fees Collected
	$1,280.00
	$1,772.00


 The Animal Control statistics for the month of August, 2020 are as follows:
	Animals Impounded
	6

	Animals Released
	2

	Animals Adopted
	3

	Animals Destroyed
	1

	
	

	Animals Licenses
	0

	
	

	License Fees Collected
	0

	
	

	Adoption Fees Collected
	0

	Impoundment Fees Collected
	$125.00

	Destruction Fees Collected
	0

	Citations Issued
	0

	Miles Patrolled
	479


Weed Notices

Chief Harada stated that they are behind in the weed notices of late.  But noted that several properties have cleaned up their areas.  

CARES Act Reimbursement
City Clerk Mahlum stated she attended the MSU Town Hall Meeting with the MT League of Cities & Towns and MACO on Friday of last week and informed the Council that updated CARES Guidelines were posted as of September 8, 2020 and it now allows the expense of health insurance and retirement to be submitted for reimbursement.  The reimbursement request will be from March 15 through August 31, 2020 and is to be submitted by September 25th.  In addition to salaries, she noted that she will be submitting a request for some communication equipment to facilitate in providing the meetings via ZOOM, etc. of the city’s Council meetings and trainings that are now being offered on line.  
It was also noted that the city may need to upgrade its internet with Nemont.  Mayor Dschaak stated he would check into this further.  
Speed Control Signs

Councilman Mahlum informed the Council that two speed control signs were recently installed on Highway 2 by the State Highway Dept.  One is located at Nellie’s Park and the other at Agland Coop, the west location.  Both of these signs were purchased locally by Northern Prairie Auto at a cost of $5,000.  The data from these signs can be 
Speed Control Signs  - Continued….

downloaded from these signs to indicate if there has been a change in the traffic pattern or speed.  Jeff Kent with the MT Highway Patrol has agreed to assist in this. 
Councilwoman Evans suggested that the Mayor write a letter thanking these individuals for their contribution to the community as well as a thank you to the State Highway Dept. for putting these signs up. It was also noted that East Johnson is interested in such a sign as well as the schools are requesting one.  

Proposed City Ordinance

The proposal submitted earlier by Cody McGill for an ordinance regarding items purchased by pawn shops and others to be recorded with an free on-line program (Leads) to help the police in retrieving stolen goods was referred to the Police Committee.  

Sanitation 

Lot cleanup is on-going.  

AWS Proposal

A proposal was recently received from AWS for the upgrade of the city’s scale and computer equipment at the landfill.  Jhona Peterson, Asst. City Clerk/Treasurer and Joe Hogan, Landfill Supervisor attended a meeting with the vendor to review the program and its capabilities.  Public Works Director Ward Smith stated that it was already in the budget but City Clerk Mahlum noted that some additional information that is needed at this time.  More specific information will be presented to the Council at next month’s meeting. 

Streets & Alleys

Public Works Director Smith reported that an additional repair is needed at the asphalt plant.  A new chain has been ordered and should be here soon.  

Personnel, Policy & Wage

Motion by Councilman Plestina, seconded by Councilwoman Evans approving the advertising for a Police Officer position.  MOTION CARRIED. 

SW Maintenance Worker I/Gatekeeper

A letter from Public Works Director Ward Smith is recommending the hiring of Boyd Whitright to the SW Maintenance Worker I/Gatekeeper position at the landfill.  His effective date would be September 16, 2020.  

Motion by Councilman Plestina, seconded by Councilman Mahlum approving the recommendation to hire Boyd Whitright to the SW Maintenance Worker I/Gatekeeper position, effective 9/16/2020 at Grade 3 with an hourly wage of $14.00 with a $1.00 per hour increase as soon as he passes the freon removal exam.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Resignation – Margaret Henry

Margaret Henry, a Victim Witness Specialist has submitted his resignation effective October 5, 2020.  Since the grant program was not renewed her replacement is not needed at this time.  
Insurance Claims

City Clerk Mahlum reported that Ken Luckow was injured August 30 when the ditch he  and Grant Zimmerman were working on collapsed.  Grant did not receive an injury but Ken unfortunately broke his leg and was flown to Billings for surgery and will be out for approximately 8 weeks.  A workers’ compensation claim has been filed with MMIA.  

A liability claim was filed for potential damages incurred to a vehicle owned by Lucas Hall, City Foreman while parked on city property.   A property loss claim was filed with MMIA when it was discovered that the city’s 2004 Crestliner boat and trailer were missing from the landfill.  The padlock was missing sometime earlier but the missing board was not notice until recently.  
FY 20/21 Budget Books

City Clerk Mahlum informed the Council that the FY 20/21 Budget Books were distributed to the Department heads today.  Copies were provided to the Council at the meeting tonight.  She asked that the previous books be returned so the binders could be reused.  

Clerk’s Activity Report

City Clerk Mahlum realized she had forgotten to print out her report and gave the Council a verbal explanation of her activities since the last City Council meeting.  

Financial Reports

Motion by Councilman Rodenberg, seconded by Councilman Wozniak approving of the Revenue & Expenditure Reports for the months of July & August, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED.

Treasurer’s Cash Report

Motion by Councilman Rodenberg, seconded by Councilwoman Evans approving of the Treasurer’s Cash Report for the month of August, 2020.  MOTION CARRIED.

PWD Activity Report
A copy of the Public Works Director’s monthly Activity Report was provided to the Council for their review.  He noted that it has been difficult to get much done as he has had several employees out due to the COVID-19 exposure or quarantine.  

Safety Inspection Report
Due to the incident involving city employees Grant Zimmerman and the injury sustained by Ken Luckow on August 30th, the city contacted the Dept. of Labor & Industry and a safety inspection was conducted on September 2, 2020.  As a result of the inspection, several violations were noted and the recommendation to abate the violations were offered.  The report also indicated that corrective actions were needed no later than October 21, 2020.  

Mayor’s Miscellaneous

Mayor Dschaak stated he is still looking for someone to fill the vacancy in Ward 2, which is a southside ward.  He asked if anyone is interested to please present him with a letter of interest. 

DLA Grant

Mayor noted that he still plans to discuss the rating of the city’s application for the DLA Grant as he feels the city should have ranked higher.  

TC Energy

Mayor Dschaak stated he is working on this.  Checked with City Clerk Mahlum to see what the charging limit was on the city’s credit card.  

Requests for Absence

No requests were submitted for Council approval. 

Dates to Remember

Mayor Dschaak reminded everyone of the bid opening for the BNSF Watermain project on Thursday, September 24th at 2:00 PM.  The MMIA Annual Meeting is October 6th (virtually) and the MT League of Cities & Towns will be holding their annual conference (virtually) October 7-9.  If anyone is interested, contact City Clerk Mahlum. City Attorney Sullivan stated she has signed up as well.  Census ends on September 30th.  Mayor Dschaak encouraged everyone to complete their census information either on-line or on the telephone.  City Clerk Mahlum also noted that the website information was listed on the utility bills last month.  

Councilman Mahlum extended his thanks on behalf of the Water & Sewer Committee to Jhona Peterson, Asst. City Clerk/Treasurer for all her research and work on the former “snowbird” issue.  

Claims & Payroll

Motion by Councilman Rodenberg, seconded by Councilwoman Evans approving of the claims and payroll, as audited, with no exceptions.  MOTION CARRIED. 

45926
Dept. of Labor & Industry
Bldg Code Education Assmt
51.67

45927
MT Dakota Utilities
Utilities
5719.74

45928
Summers, Shelly
Refund Swim Lesson
20.00

45929
Erickson Irrigation 
Maint/Payment #4
12,666.67

45930
Keller, Naomi
Command Training
1300.00



 % FBI Command College


45931
Curtis Farm & Auto
Misc. Parts & Supplies
3033.21

45932
 MT Dakota Utilities
Utilities
7230.87

45933
Adam’s Asphalt
Asphalt Patching
69,000.00

45934
Agland Coop
Misc. Fuel & Supplies
3606.38

45935
Albertsons/Safeway
Supplies
41.26

45936
Big Valley Water
Water/5 gal. jugs
35.00

45937
Blue Rock Distributing
Concessions
117.82

45938
Colonial Research Chemical
Cleaning Supplies
372.30

45939
CORE & MAIN, LP
Hydrant Parts
4845.00

45940
DeWitt Properties
Deposit Refund
200.00

45941
Diebold Nixdorf, Inc.
Vault Maint/Oct. 2020
11.62

45942
Energy Labs
 Water Sampling
670.00

45943
Env. Dynamics Internat’l
Membrane Replacement
25,542.75

45943
Env. Dynamics Internat’l
Membrane Replacement
8,514.25

45944
Falcon Environmental Corp.
Lift Station Pump
15,395.00

45945
Farmers Union Lumber
Misc. Supplies
132.95

45946
Galls, LLC
Mourning Bands
11.24

45947
Gary Mahlum Construction
Repair Lockset/City Office
55.00

45948
Great West Engineering
Eng/TO #4/Water PER (F)
656.25

45948
Great West Engineering
Eng./TO #5/WW PER
4,582.50

45948
Great West Engineering
Eng/TO #1/Water Tank
2,887.80

45948
Great West Engineering
Eng/BNSF Watermain
5,212.10

45949
Gysler’s Hardware
Parts & Spplies
911.39

45950
Hawkins, Inc.
Chemicals
172.00

45951
J & M Distributing
TP & Towels/Hand Soap
518.98

45952
Kois Brothers
G3 Parts
598.07

45953
Law Office of Anna Rose Sullivan
Legal Services/August, 20
2,857.50

45954
Mid-American Research Chemical
Degreaser
657.70

45955
Midland Implement Company
Sprinkler Parts
195.16

45955
Midland Implement Company
Sprinkler Parts
58.24

45956
MSU Fire Training School
FY 21 Membership
185.00

45957
Nemont
Telephone Chgs
1,689.31

45958
New Pig Corporation
Gloves
104.74

45958
New Pig Corporation
Spill Containment/Barrier Kit
2,045.48

45959
Northern MT Textile Services
Rugs/City Office/Airport
308.79

45960
No. Plains Independent
Notices/Landfill Cards/Paper
1258.00

45960
No. Plains Independent
Fall Sports Ad
45.00

45961
Northern Safety Co., Inc.
Spill Kit
1916.16

45962
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.
Parts
3936.41

45963
Prichard, Nina
Deposit Refund
56.45

45964
Quadient Leasing USA,. Inc.
Lease/Postage Machine
252.00

45965
RDO Equipment Co.
Skid Steer Broom
5,296.58

45966
Roosevelt Co. Treasurer
Reimb. JP Clerical
1315.12

45967
TW Enterprises, Inc.
Generator Inspection
405.00

45968
US Bank
Credit Card Chgs
3057.00

45969
Utilities Undergrd Location
Locates (43)
78.26

45970
WasteCo. Supply
300-gal. Garbage Cans (70)
28,400.00

45971
Will’s Office World
Supplies
699.08

45972
Wolf City Auto
Parts & Supplies
1791.96

45973
WP Chamber of Commerce
Refund/Water & Sewer Chgs
640.80

Payroll

(1st Half)

116343
Harada, Jeffrey
Salary, September, 2020
1873.37

116344
Mahlum, Marlene
Salary, September, 2020
1509.53

Claims & Payroll  - Continued……..
116345
Romo, Tom
Salary, September, 2020
1275.90

116346
Szymanski, John James
Salary, September, 2020
1132.68

116347
Williams, Karla
Salary, September, 2020
873.96

116348
Zimmerman, Grant
Salary, September, 2020
1557.29

116349
Nationwide Retirement Solution
Deferred Compensation
725.00

116350
BIA Credit
Loan – Williams
106.00

116351
City of Wolf Point
Water Bills
976.64

EFT
First Community Bank
FIT/FICA/MC
9097.51

EFT
PERS
Retirement
5404.00

EFT
MPORS
Retirement
3128.08

EFT
Dept. of Revenue
SIT
1971.00

Direct Deposits – Effective 9/18/2020


Bets His Medicine, Dave
Salary, September, 2020
2039.24


Brown, Thomas
Salary, September, 2020
33.87


Goodtrack, Jr. Duane 
Salary, September, 2020
1095.89


Hall, Lucas
Salary, September, 2020
1679.47


Henry, Margaret
Salary, September, 2020
913.65


Hogan, Joe
Salary, September, 2020
1149.45


Hulm, Aloys
Salary, September, 2020
1288.62


Luckow, Jr., Kenneth
Salary, September, 2020
928.72


Morales, Alisha
Salary, September, 2020
2387.17


Morales, Enrique
Salary, September, 2020
1452.91


Noser, Christopher
Salary, September, 2020
12007.48


Osborne, Tyler
Salary, September, 2020
1458.91


Peterson, Jhona
Salary, September, 2020
1281.71


Reinhart, Joseph
Salary, September, 2020
1139.57


Smith, Ward
Salary, September, 2020
1188.20


Szymanski, Patrick J.
Salary, September, 2020
1202.39


Wagner, Keenan
Salary, September, 2020
938.41


Warmbrod, Loren
Salary, September, 2020
1171.02


Wehbe, Kahlil
Salary, September, 2020
1403.99


Weyrauch, Jarod J.
Salary, September, 2020
1046.80


Will, Christine
Salary, September, 2020
1294.11

(2nd Half)

116352
Allmer, Lee J.
Salary, September, 2020
90.35

116353
Evans, Laurie
Salary, September, 2020
82.45

116354
Harada, Jeffrey
Salary, September, 2020
1873.68

116355
Harada, Traci
Salary, September, 2020
934.92

116356
Mahlum, Deann 
Salary, September, 2020
90.35

116357
Mahlum, Marlene
Salary, September, 2020
1509.53

116358
Plestina, John S.
Salary, September, 2020
92.35

116359
Rodenberg, Craig
Salary, September, 2020
82.45

116360
Romo, Tom
Salary, September, 2020
1361.30

116361
Szymanski, John James
Salary, September, 2020
1120.43

116362
Williams, Karla
Salary, September, 2020
873.96

116363
Wozniak, Jeff
Salary, September, 2020
84.45

116364
Zilkoski-Rees, Marianne
Salary, September, 2020
341.39

116365
Zimmerman, Grant
Salary, September, 2020
1595.39

116366
Am. Family Life Assurance
Insurance
2349.28

116367
Ameritas Life Insurance
Insurance
540.16

116368
Colonial Life & Accident Ins.
Insurance
248.51

116369
Nationwide Retirement Solutions
Deferred Compensation
725.00

116370
BIA Credit
Loan – Williams
106.00

116371
Employee Benefits Program
Health Insurance
106.00

116372
MT Police Protective Assoc.
Life Insurance
189.61

116373
MT Municipal Interlocal Authority
Workers’ Compensation
15999.45

EFT
First Community Bank
FIT/FICA/MC
9619.60

EFT
PERS
Retirement
5900.76

EFT
MPORS
Retirement
2819.70

EFT
Dept. of Revenue
SIT
1958.00

EFT
UI Contributions Program
Unemployment Ins.
813.55

Claims & Payroll  - Continued……..
Direct Deposits – Effective September 5, 2020


Bets His Medicine, Dave
Salary, September, 2020
1452.00


Bets His Medicine, Tina
Salary, September, 2020
.71


Brown, Thomas
Salary, September, 2020
2.93


Dschaak, Chris
Salary, September, 2020
225.87


Goodtrack, Duane
Salary, September, 2020
1133.30


Hall, Lucas
Salary, September, 2020
1614.46


Henry, Margaret
Salary, September, 2020
913.65


Hogan, Joe
Salary, September, 2020
1168.65


Hulm, Aloys
Salary, September, 2020
1288.62


Luckow, Jr., Kenneth R.
Salary, September, 2020
603.80


Morales, Alisha
Salary, September, 2020
2020.08


Morales, Enrique
Salary, September, 2020
1609.92


Noser, Christopher
Salary, September, 2020
1171.73


Osborne, Tyler
Salary, September, 2020
1266.18


Peterson, Jhona
Salary, September, 2020
1281.71


Reinhart, Joseph
Salary, September, 2020
1157.86


Smith, Ward
Salary, September, 2020
1188.20


Szymanski, Patrick J.
Salary, September, 2020
1093.73


Wagner, Keenan
Salary, September, 2020
899.64


Warmbrod, Loren L.
Salary, September, 2020
1373.01


Wehbe, Kahlil
Salary, September, 2020
1334.19


Weyrauch, Jarod J.
Salary, September, 2020
989.34


Whitright, Boyd
Salary, September, 2020
984.75


Will, Christine
Salary, September, 2020
1294.11
Adjournment

Motion by Councilman Mahlum, seconded by Councilman Plestina to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 9:23 PM. 
ATTEST:

__________________________________
_______________________________

Marlene R. Mahlum, City Clerk/Treasurer
Chris M. Dschaak, Mayor
