Regular Meeting – January 19, 2021
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A Regular Meeting of the Wolf Point City Council was held Tuesday, January 19, 2021 with Mayor Chris M. Dschaak presiding.  The meeting was moved from Monday, January 18, 2021 due to the observance of the legal holiday for Martin Luther King’s birthday.   The meeting was being streamed on-line via ZOOM.  Mayor Dschaak noted that the city now has its own ZOOM account.  
COUNCIL PRESENT:  Lee Allmer, Dean Mahlum, Laurie Evans, John Plestina, Tina Bets His Medicine, Jeff Wozniak, Eric Johannessen, Craig Rodenberg via ZOOM
OTHERS PRESENT:  Marlene R. Mahlum, City Clerk/Treasurer; Jhona Peterson, Asst. City Clerk/Treasurer; Ward Smith, Public Works Director; Jeff Harada, Police Chief; Alisha Morales, Lt.  ABSENT: Anna Rose Sullivan, City Attorney

CITIZENS PRESENT:  BiIl Juve, Resident; Greg Lukasik, Great West Engineering; James Walling, No. Plains Independent (Via Facebook)
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dschaak at 7:05 PM, followed by a moment of silence and the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PUBLIC COMMENT
Mayor Dschaak noted that he is unable to see the comments during the live feed.  He noted that he would attempt to look at them during the meeting if possible and would address the issues after the meeting. 

Nusiance Issues

Bill Juve, a resident on Custer Street was before the Council to see if there were any updates on the concerns he has regarding the nuisance complaints that he has been talking to the Council about.  He also provided the Council with various photos of the area he has been talking about.  With the weather improving, he is concerned with a potential rodent problem and the alley that is being blocked with garbage.  This problem is becoming a problem for the citizens of Wolf Point because the landowners don’t take care of their properties.   Mr. Juve wanted to know what the status was of the citations issued to the landowners.  Mayor Dschaak provided him with information he obtained from City Attorney Anna Rose Sullivan.  Mr. Juve stated the City should move forward and make it a blighted area.  He also asked about the status of the nuisance letters.  Chief Harada noted that it is on-going.  Mayor Dschaak noted that he will have legal counsel address that at the February meeting.  Councilman Johannessen asked why the city can’t board it up.  Mayor Dschaak noted he hasn’t received any legal opinion from the attorney.  Councilman Mahlum commented on the matter encouraging the Council to move forward on this as Mr. Juve has been more than patient.  Legal counsel should be strongly instructed to provide the Council some direction.   Mr. Juve thanked the Council for their attention and left at this time.  Councilman Mahlum asked the Police to start documenting the activity at the site for future reference.  
Minutes

City Clerk Mahlum noted a couple of corrections she made to the minutes.  Motion by Councilwoman Evans, seconded by Councilwoman Bets His Medicine approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 21, 2020, as amended.   MOTION CARRIED. 

GNDC

Mayor Dschaak noted that Tori Matejovsky will be viewing the meeting on Facebook and had no comments at this time. 

Fort Peck Tribal Council

No one was present.

Letter to Albertsons

No response has been received.

February City Council Meeting

Mayor Dschaak noted that the February City Council meeting has been moved to Tuesday, February 16, 2021 due to All President’s Day on Monday, February 15, 2021.  
Nemont – Discontinues Montana TV stations

Councilman Plestina informed the Council that Nemont, effective January 1, 2021 will no longer be providing Montana stations to our area.  Discussion.  Council took no action at this time.  
Airport – FAA Application

A letter was received from the FAA, dated January 6, 2021 informing the city that they have approved the engineering services in the amount of $25,000 for the acquisition of snow removal equipment (self-propelled broom), subject to the following conditions:
1.  
Please note that this is a maximum fee and the sponsor can only be reimbursed for actual costs insured assuming associated construction work is completed.  
2.
Any amendments to this engineering agreement will require Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) approval. 

3.
If the amendments occur after the grant is issued, they will be subject to the availability of funds.

4.
Design must conform to FAA standards and specifications.

5.
Construction must conform to contract documents.  

Public Works Director Smith indicated that the Call for bids could take place in March.  Also CapeAir currently has two flights coming into Wolf Point and 2 flights out of Wolf Point.  

Swim Pool Upgrades

Greg Lukasik, Great West Engineering provided the Council with an update on the project.  He had a walk-through with the contractor today and they are in the process of wrapping everything up.  They are hoping to have it completed by the end of March.  City Clerk Mahlum stated she needs to request the grant funding from LWCF. 

Cemetery Expansion

Any expansion is currently on hold until funding for this project has been determined.  It was suggested that the current blocks need to be plotted out.
Baseball Sprinkler

This project is on-hold til spring. 

Soccer Field

Mayor Dschaak noted that Dan Horsman, Recreation Director is recommending to adjust the current soccer field to 3 smaller fields.  He feels this could be done for approximately $500.  
Building Permits

None

Fire Dept.

Nothing to report. 

Police/Animal Control
The monthly Police Activity Report was provided to the Council and reviewed at this time.  The Police Dept. statistics for the month of December, 2020 are as follows:

	Police Department 

Statistics
	Monthly

December, 2020
	Year to Date

2020

	Complaints
	444
	2986

	Arrests/Citations
	36
	246

	Miles Patrolled
	5933
	34,485

	Fees Collected
	$445.00
	4688.00


The Animal Control statistics for the month of December, 2020 are as follows:
	Animals Impounded
	32

	Animals Released
	1

	Animals Adopted
	30

	Animals Destroyed
	1

	Animals Licenses
	0


Police/Animal Control – Continued…..

	Licensed Fee Collected
	0

	Adoption Fees Collected
	0

	Impound Fees Collected
	100.00

	Destruction Fees Collected
	0

	
	

	Citations Issued
	0

	Miles Patrolled
	610


CARES Act
City Clerk Mahlum informed the Council that she will be submitting a request for reimbursement under the 5th and final round, which is due by January 22, 2021. 

Marijuana Dispensary - Medical vs. Recreational

Councilman Plestina is requesting a legal opinion from our legal counsel on whether the medical and recreational marijuana can be separated.  If so, can we prohibit recreational marijuana.  Discussion.  It is not effective until October, 2021.  The Montana Legislature will have to work out the terms.  Discussion.  
Street Lights

Councilman Rodenberg asked the Police Department to make a list of street lights that are currently out and report them to MDU for repairs.  There was one out by the southside school.  
BaRRSA Funds

City Clerk Mahlum reported that the 2021 BaRRSA Allocation amounts to $61,074.37.  Beginning March 1, 2021, local government may request distribution of their 2021 BaRRSA allocation from MDT through the WebGrants online application system.    Local governments must match each $20 requested for distribution with at least $1 of local government budgeted matching funds.  Per MCA 15-70-130, an adopted resolution is required for distribution and reservation of funds.  Councilman Johannessen asked if the Tribes had equipment to help with street repairs.  Mayor Dschaak stated he has made several attempts to meet with them and the meetings have been cancelled.     Discussion.
Abatements

No accounts were submitted for abatement.  

BNSF – Watermain Repairs

Greg Lukasik reported that the contractor has completed the construction of all the under-ground pipe and replaced the watermain on 6th Avenue South.  They are now pressure treating and taking bacteria samples.  Currently waiting for the results.  The service line to the Amtrak building needs to be completed and services need to be run to the BNSF doghouse.  As of December 16, 2020, Mike Coleman is well into paying for the flagger services through BNSF.  They will also be responsible for the Unscheduled Employment of the Engineer (UUE) incurred by Great West for this project.  Greg noted that he has talked with Quentin Allen and he should know withing a couple of weeks how much money the Indian Health Service would be getting.  An estimated completion date of the project is Friday or early next week.  Greg further noted that 6th Avenue South should be available by the end of next week.  City Clerk Mahlum informed she just received another bill from Wilson & Co. for utility inspection services and a bill from BNSF.  Discussion.  
CDBG – Wastewater System Upgrades

A letter, dated December 21, 2020, was received from the Office of the Governor notifying the that the City of Wolf Point has been selected for a Community Block Grant (CDBG) grant award in the amount of $450,000 for wastewater system upgrades to sewer lines and lift station.  This will be used for phase I of the project.  
CDBG – Planning Grant

A letter, dated December 21, 2020, was received from the MT Department of Commerce that they have completed review of all applications submitted for funding for the CDBG Planning Grant Application Cycle.  Unfortunately, at this time all CDBG funds for planning grants have been awarded.  The City of Wolf Point is not going to receive a $15,000 planning grant.  They encouraged the city to reapply for CDBG planning funds when they become available in 2021.  
TSEP Grant

There is a legislative bill (HB #14) that was introduced to finance Treasurer State Endowment Grants which have been authorized.  These include those applicants that were omitted in a legislative bill (HB #11).  The City of Wolf Point has applied for a grant in the amount of $625,000 for wastewater improvements and is eligible for funding through HB #14 if approved.  City of Wolf Point was ranked #23.   Funding will be provided through the issue and sale of general obligation bonds through the State.    
CTEP Funding

Greg stated that they are requesting CTEP to provide funding to do an income survey to correct the income levels they are using which are incorrect.    
DNRC/RRGL Grant
According to Greg Lukasik, Great West the City of Wolf Point’s project ranked #26 and has been recommended for funding in the amount of $125,000 for wastewater system improvements as a part of the Governor’s budget.     
Bridges Construction – Retainer
After the lengthy discussion at the December City Council meeting, Public Works Director Smith suggested that this be put on-hold for the time being due to the unseasonably warm weather we have been experiencing this winter.  It was also noted that the Water & Sewer Committee members were consulted and they were in agreement.  

Sanitation

Lot cleanup is on-going.  

Landfill Scale Proposal

Public Works Director Smith stated he has been reviewing several companies that provide software programs for the landfill scale.  After consulting with our landfill engineer (Barry Damschen), each company and references provided it is his recommendation to go with Wasteworks.  He wants to get this project going as they are continuing to have problems at the landfill.  The cost is $9,725 plus $2,400 for annual support of the program.  An additional $50 per month will be needed for wifi at the landfill.  There will be an additional cost for some computer equipment.   It was noted that Montana Dakota Scale would be updating the indicator at the scale.  It was further noted that $17,000 was budgeted for this upgrade.   Discussion.  
Garbage Truck Fire

On January 11, 2021, Sanitation employee Aloys Hulm noticed smoke coming out of the garbage truck.  Due to his quick response, he dumped the garbage on the roadway and there was minimal damage to the garbage truck.  The city crews cleaned up the area after the fire was extinguished by the Fire Dept. 
Board of Health
Doses of the COVID-19 vaccine are available thru the Fort Peck Tribes.  There are currently 11 active cases in Roosevelt Co.  As of February 15th, Gov. Gianforte has lifted capacity restrictions for restaurants/bars and hours of operation.  Mask mandate is still in effect.  
Personnel, Policy & Wage

Police Chief Harada informed the Council that he has received 4 applications for the vacant police officer position and they have been reviewed by the Police Commission.  
Quarterly Insurance Reports

City Clerk Mahlum requested a meeting with the Insurance Committee (Wozniak/Allmer) to review the reports for the liability, workers’ compensation and property claims for the quarter ending December 31, 2020.  

Budget – FY 21-22\

City Clerk Mahlum reminded everyone to begin gathering information for the upcoming budget.  It’s never too early to start, stated City Clerk Mahlum.  
Investments

City Clerk Mahlum informed the Council that an investment is coming due at Opportunity Bank on March 16, 2021.  The investment has an interest rate of .70.  Renewal rates are extremely low at this time.   

City Clerk’s Activity Report

City Clerk Mahlum provided the Council with a copy of her monthly Activity Report and it was reviewed at this time.  She noted that there was considerable money collected in December, which included the CARES Act funds,  1st half of the taxes, and grant funds from Rural Development.  She had no definitive information regarding the use of the CARES Act funds.  

Financial Reports

Motion by Councilman Johannessen, seconded by Councilman Plestina approving of the Treasurer’s Cash Report, Revenue and  Expenditure Reports for the month of December, 2020 and the Securities Pledged to the Wolf Point Treasurer and Iinvestment Report for the quarter ending December 31, 2020.    MOTION CARRIED.  
Quarterly Water/Sewer & Solid Waste Revenues
City Clerk Mahlum noted that 50% of the water, sewer and solid waste revenues should be collected at this time.  Water revenues amounted to 52%, sewer revenues amounted to 52% and solid waste revenues collected from the taxes amounted to 101%, and the monthly billing was at 31%.  

City Attorney

City Attorney Sullivan was not present.  Mayor Dschaak highlighted the items he wishes her to address by the February City Council meeting.  They include the Custer Street issue and the recreational marijuana issue.  City Clerk Mahlum added that MMIA has requested our legal counsel to review the city’s drug policy and the policy for the AED.  

Public Works Director

Public Works Director Smith provided the Council with a copy of his monthly Activity Report and it was reviewed at this time.   He wanted to give the Street Dept. and the Water Dept. “an atta boy” compliment for their extra effort during the recent absences due to the COVID quarantines.  

MT Dept of Labor & Industry

A letter, dated December 23, 2020 from the MT Dept. of Labor informing the city that all required violations have been successfully abated and they are closing inspection ERD09022020-01-DE.  

MT Dept. of Commerce – DLA Grant

Mayor Dschaak stated he will be addressing this issue at a later date.  

TC Energy Grant

Mayor Dschaak informed the Council that he spent $19,900.46 of the $20,000.00 grant from TC Energy.  He further noted that they will be able to distribute approximately 500 boxes of cleaning items.    He thanked Councilman Mahlum for heading him in the right direction where the items were purchased.  It was suggested getting the radio station to advertise the date distribution will take place.  Discussion.  
Requests for Absence

Motion by Councilman Plestina, seconded by Councilman Wozniak approving the requests of absence from Councilman Rodenberg and  Councilwoman Evans.  MOTION CARRIED.  Mayor Dschaak asked them to give City Clerk Mahlum the dates they will be gone.  

Claims & Payroll

Motion by Councilwoman Bets His Medicine, seconded by Councilman Plestina to approve the claims and payroll, with no exception.  MOTION CARRIED. 

ACH
Wilson & Company, Inc.
Utility Inspection Services
11250.00

46178
Opportunity Bank
2019 GO Bond – Pool
8296.80

46178
Opportunity Bank
2005 GO Bond – Pool
12904.55

46179
J & M Distributing
COVID-10 Buckets
11990.96

46180
MT Dept. of Adm.
AFR Filing Fee/19-20
1300.00

Claims & Payroll – Continued……
46181
Ault, Tom
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46182
VOID


46183
Bruhn, Mary
Fire Dept. Pension/Spouse
225.00

46184
Cody, Terry
Fire Dept. Pension
225.00

46185
Delger, Terry
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46186
Draper, Robert
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46187
Evans, Warren
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46188
Fowler, Elizabeth
Fire Dept. Pension/Spouse
225.00

46189
Grotte, David
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46190
Hanson, Elsie
Fire Dept. Pension/Spouse
225.00

46191
Harada, Steve
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46192
Harmon, Rick
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46193
Hopson, Doug
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46194
Isle, Shelli
Fire Dept. Pension/Spouse
225.00


46195
Jeide, Gary
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46196
Mahlum, Dean
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46197
Marquardt, Howard
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46198
Neutgens, John
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46199
Richard, Alan
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46200
Romo, Tom
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46201
Simensen, Tom
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46202
Curtis Farm & Auto
Parts & Supplies
381.00

46203
Baldry, Vern
Fire Dept. Pension
450.00

46204
MT Dakota Utilities
Utilities
8502.96

46205
Agland Co-op
Fuel & Supplies
6624.66

46206
Albertsons/Safeway
Hams & Turkeys
941.13

46207
Bellis, Shawn
Refund Deposit
117.87

46208
Big Valley Water
Water/2 jugs
14.00

46209
Chse Records Center
Refund Deposit
184.22

46210
City Clerk’s Petty Cash
Reimb. Petty Cash
331.23

46211
Corland Construction
Pool Upgrades/Pay Est. #4
114145.54

46212
Dept. of Revenue
1%/Corland/Pay Est #4
1152.99

46213
Diebold Nixforf, Inc.
Vault Door Maint.
11.62

46214
Energy Labs
Water Samples
66.00

46215
Farmers Union Lumber
Supplies
150.01

46216
Ferguson Waterworks
Parts
4752.14

46216
Ferguson Waterworks
Meter Parts
156.47

46217
Fox Ford
Heater Control
25.55

46218
Galls, LLC
Jacket & Shirts
161.97

46219
Gysler’s Farm & Ranch
Maint. Supplies
56.92

46219
Gysler’s Farm & Ranch
Supplies
237.19

46220
Harmon Electric
Airport Lights
370.95

46220
Harmon Electric
Various Repairs
1024.25

46221
Hill Enterprises
Rugs/City Office/Airport
189.12

46222
JP Cooke Co.
Animal Tags
90.20

46223
Kois Brothers
Parts
106.41

46224
Law Office of Anna Sullivan
Legal Services/Dec.2020
1233.00

46225
MaQuire Iron, Inc.
Ext. Renovation/1MG
76,753.00

46226
Montoya, Hope
Refund Deposit
98.72

46227
MT Airport Mgmt Association
Annual Dues
150.00

46228
MT Dakota Utilities
Utilities
3661.46

46229
MT Dept. of Env. Quality
SW License/#453
1695.73

46230
MT Municipal Interlocal Authority
Ded/Runsthrough vs. City
750.00

46231
MT Public Service Commission
Intrastate Reg. (2)
10.00

46232
Nemont
Telephone Chgs
1657.18

46233
Northern Plains Independent
Ads
127.50

46234
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc.
Parts
342.88

46235
RDO Equipment
Key
21.80

46236
Roosevelt Co. Treasurer
Reimb/JP Clerical
1271.14

46237
Sand Electric
Module Removal
104.00

46238
Sherman Inn
Agenda Meeting Meal
70.78

46239
Team Labs
Road Patch
2400.00

46240
Trihydro Corporation
SPCC Plan
3263.50

46241
US Bank
Credit Card Chgs
6196.50

Claims & Payroll – Continued…….
46242
Utilities Undergrd Location
Excavation Notices (10)
18.20

46243
Warmbrod, Loren
Boot Allowance
100.00

46244
Will’s Office World
Supplies
788.99

46244
Will’s Office World
Webcam
25.00

46244
Will’s Office World
Hand Sanitizer/Dispenser
141.79

46245
Wolf City Auto, Inc.
Parts & Supplies
1419.49

Payroll 

(1st Half)

116466
Harada, Jeffrey
Salary, January, 2021
1875.29

116467
Mahlum, Marlene
Salary, January, 2021
1512.65

116468
Szymanski, John James
Salary, January, 2021
1121.26

116469
Williams, Karla
Salary, January, 2021
874.79

116470
Zimmerman, Grant
Salary, January, 2021
1483.38

116471
Nationwide Retirement Solution
Deferred Compensation
725.00

116472
BIA Credit
Loan-Williams
106.00

116473
City of Wolf Point
Water Bills
1018.51

EFT
First Community Bank
FIT/FICA/MC
9248.06

EFT
PERS
Retirement
6014.64

EFT
MPORS
Retirement
3184.97

EFT
Dept. of Revenue
SIT
1974.00

Direct Deposits – Effective 1/20/2021


Bach, Edward
Salary, January, 2021
1358.06


Bets His Medicine, Dave
Salary, January, 2021
1726.15


Brown, Thomas
Salary, January, 2021
652.72


Goodtrack, Jr., Duane
Salary, January, 2021
1143.91


Hall, Lucas
Salary, January, 2021
1609.08


Hogan, Joe
Salary, January, 2021
1150.29


Hulm, Aloys
Salary, January, 2021
1289.45


Luckow, Jr., Kenneth
Salary, January, 2021
1716.76


Morales, Alisha
Salary, January, 2021
1925.52


Morales, Enrique
Salary, January, 2021
1456.03


Noser, Christopher
Salary, January, 2021
200.00


Noser, Christopher
Salary, January, 2021
973.35


Osborne, Tyler
Salary, January, 2021
1483.54


Peterson, Jhona
Salary, January, 2021
1283.33


Reinhart, Joseph
Salary, January, 2021
1176.78


Smith, Ward
Salary, January, 2021
1189.04


Szymanski, Patrick
Salary, January, 2021
1094.55


Warmbrod, Loren
Salary, January, 2021
1380.92


Wehbe, Kahlil
Salary, January, 2021
1804.42


Weyrauch, Jarod
Salary, January, 2021
1021.70


Whitright, Boyd
Salary, January, 2021
912.80


Will, Christine
Salary, January, 2021
1295.74

(2nd Half)

116474
Allmer, Lee
Salary, January, 2021
90.35

116475
Evans, Laurie
Salary, January, 2021
82.45

116476
Harada, Jeffrey
Salary, January, 2021
1875.30

116477
Harada, Traci
Salary, January, 2021
937.42

116478
Johannessen, Erik
Salary, January, 2021
82.45

116479
Mahlum, Dean
Salary, January, 2021
90.35

116480
Mahlum, Marlene
Salary, January, 2021
1512.65

116481
Plestina, John
Salary, January, 2021
92.35

116482
Rodenberg, Craig
Salary, January, 2021
82.45

116483
Romo, Tom
Salary, January, 2021
83.11

116484
Szymanski, John James
Salary, January, 2021
1023.22

116485
Williams, Karla
Salary, January, 2021
874.79

116486
Wozniak, Jeffrey
Salary, January, 2021
84.45

116487
Zimmerman, Grant
Salary, January, 2021
1489.23

116488
Am. Family Life Assurance
Insurance
2369.82

116489
Ameritas Life Ins.
Insurance
540.16

116490
Colonial Life & Accident
Insurance
248.51

116491
Nationwide Retirement Solution
Deferred Compensation
725.00

Claims & Payroll – Continued……..
116492
BIA Credit
Loan – Williams
106.00

116493
MMIA Employee Benefits Prgm
Health Insurance
21737.85

116494
MT Police Protective Assoc.
Life Insurance
189.61

EFT
First Community Bank
FIT/FICA/MC
9351.78

EFT
PERS
Retirement
6072.83

EFT
MPORS
Retirement
3141.17

EFT
MT Dept. of Revenue
SIT
1985.00

Direct Deposits – Effective 2/5/2021


Bach, Edward
Salary, January, 2021
1300.79


Bets His Medicine, Dave
Salary, January, 2021
1548.45


Bets His Medicine, Tina
Salary, January, 2021
.71


Brown, Thomas
Salary, January, 2021
652.72


Dschaak, Chris
Salary, January, 2021
225.87


Goodtrack, Jr., Duane
Salary, January, 2021
1187.57


Hall, Lucas
Salary, January, 2021
1448.73


Hogan, Joe
Salary, January, 2021
1050.60


Hulm, Aloys
Salary, January, 2021
1176.14


Luckow, Jr., Kenneth
Salary, January, 2021
1715.84


Morales, Alisha
Salary, January, 2021
2506.89


Morales, Enrique
Salary, January, 2021
1660.74


Noser, Christopher
Salary, January, 2021
200.00

Noser, Christopher
Salary, January, 2021
859.81


Osborne, Tyler
Salary, January, 2021
1470.11


Peterson, Jhona
Salary, January, 2021
1283.33


Reinhart, Joseph
Salary, January, 2021
1100.19


Smith, Ward
Salary, January, 2021
1189.04


Szymanski, Patrick
Salary, January, 2021
997.99


Warmbrod, Loren
Salary, January, 2021
1254.66


Wehbe, Kahlil
Salary, January, 2021
1404.83


Weyrauch, Jarod
Salary, January, 2021
926.02


Whitright, Boyd
Salary, January, 2021
835.74


Will, Christine
Salary, January, 2021
1295.74


Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilman Mahlum, seconded by Councilman Plestina to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.  
ATTEST:

_________________________________
________________________________

Marlene R. Mahlum, City Clerk/Treasurer
Chris M. Dschaak, Mayor
