SPECIAL MEETING – March 12, 2018
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A Special Meeting of the Wolf Point City Council was held Monday, March 12th, 2018 beginning at 7:00 PM in the City Council Chambers with Mayor Chris M. Dschaak presiding.  

COUNCIL PRESENT:  Craig Rodenberg, Judy Page, Dean Mahlum, Laurie Evans, John Plestina, Tina Bets His Medicine, Victoria (Tori) Matejovsky, Eldon Porras

OTHERS PRESENT:  Marlene R. Mahlum, City Clerk/Treasurer; Jeff Harada, Police Chief   ABSENT:  Ward Smith, Public Works Director; Jhona Peterson, Asst. City Clerk/Treasurer; Anna Sullivan, Terry Toavs – Legal Counsel
CITIZENS PRESENT:  John Nesbitt, Gary Herzog, Ron Kemp, Judy Holum, Tyler Manning, Herald News

Mayor Dschaak called the meeting to order.  He dispensed with the moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  The sole purpose of the meeting was to consider the following item:  

1. A Resolution to place on the ballot at the Primary Election to be held June 5, 2018 the option to assess a Public Safety Levy for the City of Wolf Point for a period of 4 years, beginning with FY 2018-19. 

Public Safety Levy – Resolution No. 918-2018
The public was invited to attend to support or oppose the Council’s action on the above Resolution.  Funds raised from the Public Safety levy will support the current number of law enforcement officers for the City of Wolf Point.  According to information provided by the MT Dept of Revenue, dated March 1, 2018.  The estimates are based upon the 2017 Roosevelt Co. taxable values.  The 2017 total City of Wolf Point taxable value amounts to $1,702,118 and the revenue generated by an additional 1.00 mill amounts to $1,702.  A levy of 59 mills at the current mill value ($1,702 per mill) will generate approximately $100,425.  The effect of this mill rate increase, as applied to various properties, would increase the tax bill on these properties as follows:

	
	2017 Taxable Value
	1 Mill
	59 Mills

	$200,000 home
	$2,700
	$2.70
	$ 159.30

	$100,000 home
	$1,350
	$1.35
	$   79.65

	$  50,000 home
	$  675
	$  .68
	$   40.12


Mayor Dschaak also added clarification that this mill levy was not to ADD an additional officer but maintain the current number of officers, which is currently seven (7) officers.  According to City Clerk Mahlum an additional officer was hired during FY 15/16 (Enrique Morales), making a total number of seven (7) officers. Salary for one those officers was supported through the SRO program with the Wolf Point School District.  When Sgt. Ryan Michaelson left in September, that SRO officer was removed from the school to help the Department provide shift coverage.  At that point, the additional funding was no longer being received.  Discussion.  
In January 2018, Tyler Osborne was hired as an officer to fill the vacancy left by Sgt. Michaelson.  He did not replace him as a Sgt.  With the position of Sgt. still vacant, City Clerk Mahlum stated there are now eight (8) law enforcement positions.  With the loss of the SRO funds, there is not enough funds to support the additional officer plus the Sgt. position, hence the request for the public safety levy.  Chief Harada stated that it wasn’t his plans to hire a Sargent to replace Michaelson.  Therefore, the number of officers would remain at seven (7).  If this levy does not pass, then the city would have to make a reduction in force (RIF) because it can only support six (6) officers vs. seven (7).  Discussion.  
Mayor Dschaak asked what the intention of the Law Enforcement Committee.  Was it to have seven (7) officers on the street paid for out of the General Fund?  Councilwoman Bets His Medicine stated yes and further commented that with the SRO contract suspended that officer will now be on the street and not in the school, which results in the loss of the SRO revenue.  Councilman Mahlum noted that if this levy does not pass, then effective July 1st, the Department will have to reduce the number of police officers to six (6).  
Public Safety Levy – Resolution No. 918-2018 – Continued…….
John Nesbitt asked if the additional funds was going to pay for equipment as well.  Mayor Dschaak made reference to the breakdown of the $100,000 requested through the levy, which was provided by the Law Enforcement Committee.  

	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	Salary (7th Officer) – per year
	$   62,350.00

	Health Ins. Increase – 4 years
	$     2,650.00

	MLEA Training
	$     2,500.00

	Equipment
	$     2,500.00

	Vehicle
	$   30,000.00

	TOTAL:
	$ 100,000.00


Several concerns were voiced by the Council regarding current law enforcement issues.  Gary Herzog who is a business owner in Wolf Point but lives outside of the City of Wolf Point is not eligible to vote on this levy but noted that he is all for it.  
Judy Holum stated that she has difficulty keeping her comments to herself and noted that she is afraid to walk her garbage to the garbage can in her alley because she is afraid of what is walking down her alley.  She also commented that when they do call for an officer someone does show up to deal with the mess across from her in the alley.  She also doesn’t understand why some people are not being ticketed for disobeying traffic laws.  “Why do they do it, stated Ms. Holum, because they can get away with it.”     

Mayor Dschaak noted that he has received several questions and comments, some of which have been negative, but unfortunately those with the negative comments are not in attendance at this public meeting to have their comments heard.   He commented on how larger departments handle some law enforcement issues.  

This will be a four (4) year levy and will be brought back to the voters to continue if they feel progress was being made.  City Clerk Mahlum also noted that if the mill value increases the dollar limit is still only $100,000.  If less dollars are needed, then less can be requested.  But also noted that if the mill value increases or decreases more or less mills will be requested.   One comment Mayor Dschaak received was why not give the funds to the Sheriff’s Department for additional law enforcement coverage.  Mayor Dschaak explained that the county officer has a much larger area and is not restricted to Wolf Point alone, unless the city would contract with the County to provide coverage specifically for Wolf Point.  Contract law enforcement is not cheap either, stated City Clerk Mahlum.   Discussion.  

Bottomline, stated Councilman Mahlum, over the past 6-7 months this issue has been discussed at one or more City Council meetings by concerned citizens regarding the crime rate, vandalisms, etc.  With this levy, Councilman Mahlum feels the Council is trying to do something positive towards addressing that.  But, is this going to fix everything, stated Councilman Mahlum, probably not.    But this is the one thing the City has do in addition to increasing other issues as well.  Mayor Dschaak asked if there was any more discussion.  Hearing none, the following motion was presented.  
Motion by Councilman Plestina, seconded by Councilman Rodenberg to approve Resolution No. 918-2018, which reads as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF WOLF POINT, MONTANA TO PLACE ON THE BALLOT AT THE PRIMARY ELECTION THE OPTION TO ASSSESS A PUBLIC SAFETY LEVY FOR THE CITY OF WOLF POINT.


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Wolf Point, Montana desires to place on the ballot at the Primary Election set for Tuesday, June 5th, 2018 a Public Safety Levy.

WHEREAS, a levy of approximately 59 mills is necessary to be levied upon taxable property for four (4) years to raise the sum of approximately $100,000 per year to support and maintain the current staff and the general operations of the Wolf Point Police Department beginning the 2018-2019 budget year.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Wolf Point, Montana that:

Public Safety Levy – Resolution No. 918-2018 – Continued…….
1. It be placed on the ballot for the Primary Election set for Tuesday, June 5th, 2018, the question of assessing a Public Safety Levey in the amount of 59 mills.

2.
The ballots be prepared in accordance with this Resolution.  


MOTION CARRIED.  

Adjournment

There being no further items listed on the agenda, a motion by Councilwoman Matejovsky, seconded by Councilwoman Evans, to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.  

ATTEST:

___________________________________   _________________________________
Marlene R. Mahlum, City Clerk/Treasurer        Chris M. Dschaak, Mayor

